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families, dwelling in a small grove of cocoa-nut trees
whose roots were washed by the sea. The cleared
tract which they occupied comprised some thirty
acres, level as a prairie, part of which was under
cultivation; the whole being fenced in by a stout
palisade of trunks and boughs of trees staked (irmly
in the ground. This was necessary as a defence
against the wild cattle and hogs overrunning the
island.

Thus far, Tombez potatoes* were the principal
crop raised; a ready sale for them being obtained
among the shipping touching at Papeetee. There
was a small patch of the taro, or Indian turnip, also;
another of yams, and in one corner, a thrifty growth
of the sugar-cane, just ripening.

On the side of the enclosure next the sea was the
house; newly-built of bamboos, in the native style,
The furniture consisted of a couple of sea-chests, an
old box, a few cooking utensils, and agricultural
tools; together with three fowling-pieces, hanging
from a rafter; and two enormous hammocks swing-
ing in opposite corners, and composed of dried bul-
locks' hides, stretched out with poles.

The whole plantation was shut in by a dense
forest; and, close by the house, a dwarfed "Aoa,"
or species of banian-tree, had purposely been left
twisting over the palisade, in the most grotesque
manner, and thus made a pleasant shade. The

* Perhaps the finest sweet potato in the world. It derives its name
from a district of Peru, near Cape Ittunco, very favourable to its
growth; where, also, it is extensively cultivated. The root is very
large, sometimes as big as a good-sized melon.
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